Combo and List Box RowSourceTypes
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When you create a list box or a combo box using the relevant wizard you are presented with several options:

	Option
	Meaning
	RowSource property
	RowSourceType property

	I want the control
 to look up the values in a table or query.
	The data for the control will come from a named table or query defined in the database, or from SQL.
	The name of the table or query to be used, or the SQL statement
	Table/Query

	I will type in the values that I want.
	The data for the control will be hard-coded into the control.
	The data to be used is shown here, as a list, each value separated by a semi-colon (;).
	Value List

	Find a record on my form based on the value I selected in my control.
	Used as a means of navigating to a selected record on a form. 

	An SQL statement selecting the data to be shown.
	Table/Query


RowSourceType = Table/Query
Use when you want the control to show data from a table or query. 
The data will be refreshed each time the RowSource property is changed or when the .Requery method is run on the control (cboTest.Requery, for example). 

Example database: List Box Filter on http://www.cse.dmu.ac.uk/~mcspence/Example%20databases.htm 

Example of using a control to navigate to a required record: see section 3.4.2 in the ‘Getting Started’ VBA Trainer, http://www.cse.dmu.ac.uk/~mcspence/Access.htm 

RowSourceType = Value List

Two situations where this could be useful are:

· A fixed specific set of data which is unlikely to change (for example: Gender; days of the week; months of the year).
· A list that is built up at run-time (for example a list of items purchased/ordered in a transaction – rows are added to, or removed from, the control using VBA code).

Add and remove rows using the .AddItem and .RemoveItem methods.
RowSourceType = Field List
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There is a third option for the RowSourceType property, not used by the wizards:

With this value for the RowSourceType property you can give the user the option of choosing from a list of field names (rather than field values).

Two situations where this could be useful are:

· For specifying column name(s) to be used in generating SQL in VBA code.

· For setting the fields to be used for a report sort order at run-time (see the Multi-Purpose Queries database on http://www.cse.dmu.ac.uk/~mcspence/Example%20databases.htm; this database hard-codes the field names, but could be changed to use a Field List).
� The term ‘control’ is used to mean a list box or a combo box


� Applies to forms bound to a named table or query only. The option is not shown for unbound forms, or where the form RowSource property is an SQL statement.
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See the example database RowSourceTypes.mdb that accompanies this document.

See also: Access Help - Using List and Combo Boxes.doc

