Why do I get a dialog box “Enter Parameter Value”?
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A parameter dialog box looks something like:
(The message may not always show the table name).
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It is possible, in queries, to generate a parameter box yourself.
But this technique is only useful while developing and testing things; it is not suitable for a finished system.

If the parameter box you get is one you have generated, then there’s no problem. If not, then read on.

Microsoft has some very useful information at:

1. http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/access/HA102743771033.aspx Why does Access want me to enter a parameter value?
2. http://support.microsoft.com/kb/303134 "Enter Parameter Value" dialog box appears when you run a query, a form, or a report
If you Google for "Enter Parameter Value" then you will see a whole load of questions and answers about this problem.

The rest of this document covers some situations that students have come across for this problem, and the solutions:
1. Wrong table/field name in RecordSource property.
2. Wrong table/field name in ControlSource property.
3. Wrong table/field name in the Sorting and Grouping options.
4. Wrong table/field name in SQL in code.
5. Missing out delimiters in SQL in code for a field value. 

Tips:

· If you are creating RecordSource or RowSource SQL via VBA code and setting up the property when the object opens, then paste the SQL into a query design SQL window and see what happens; this is a useful method of sorting out SQL coding faults. 
· Use Edit(Find to locate a parameter box name in VBA code.
· Use the Database Documenter (Database Tools tab) to send the details of all associated objects to a Word or RTF file and then use Edit(Find in Word to look for a parameter box name.

1. Wrong table or field name in RecordSource property
This error will normally occur when a Form or Report first loads.
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A little green triangle in the top left corner of a control is an indication that Access cannot find the source for the control.
Click on the field, then on the little ‘exclamation’ icon by the side, to see the reason for the error.
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Look at the form properties, on the Data tab. 
One cause of this error is if you have created a form using the form wizard and then have changed the RecordSource SQL later, but have misspelled the table or field name.
Or you may have based the form on a query then made changes to the query that removed or renamed a field.

Or the RecordSource property is empty.
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I always recommend that you first create a query to select the required records, and then create your form/report based on this query. 
Then, if you want to add another field, you simply change the query and use the ‘Add Existing Fields’ tool to add the new field to the form/report. 
Using a query first will also help you to test that you are selecting the correct set of records for the form/report.

2. Wrong table/field name in ControlSource property.
This error will normally occur when a Form or Report first loads.

Two possibilities for this error are:

2.1 Field picks up value directly from a table/query.
This error, and its causes and solutions, is very similar to that in point 1 above, and the form/report control concerned will have a little green triangle in the top left corner.

Check the ControlSource field name used for the control, and adjust either the value in the ControlSource or the table/query for the RecordSource.
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2.2 Field is used in a formula.
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If the field name is mistyped in the formula then a parameter box will occur.
So, correct the field name (here it should be [Membership No] to match the table/query) and the error should disappear.
There is no little green triangle here to alert you to a possible error.

3.  Wrong table/field name in the Sorting and Grouping options.

This error will normally occur when a Report first loads.



The giveaway here is the use of the word ‘expression’ in the Sorting and Grouping dialog.

One cause of this error is if you changed the report query by renaming or removing some fields. 

You must also check the Sorting and Grouping dialog to see if there is any renaming or removing to be done here.

There is no little green triangle here to alert you to a possible error.

4.  Wrong table/field name in SQL in code.

This error will occur when the object in question is invoked. 
For a form or report, if you are setting up the RecordSource property at run-time in (for example) the Open event, this will be when the form/report loads.  
For a combo or list box, if you are setting up the RowSource property in (for example) the Enter event, this will be when the list is populated.

Example:
You may be setting up the data for a combo or list box via VBA code so that it is repopulated each time the user selects the control.




If you have misspelled a table or field name then a parameter box will occur.

5. Missing out delimiters in SQL in code for a field value. 


The SQL used in VBA code to set up a RecordSource or RowSource may use values from other controls. For example, a combo box may need to select only rows determined by the value in another control on a form:


If the user has selected the value ‘Staffs’ (Staffordshire) from the County combo box then the parameter box will look like this when the user clicks on the Member combo box.
The County combo box holds a text value, so the value itself needs to be enclosed by apostrophes. The line of code for the WHERE clause above should read:

    strSQL = strSQL & "WHERE County = '" & cboCounty & "'"
Similarly, date values should be enclosed by # signs. Dates may also need to be in USA format; see Access FAQ 15 “Why does a calculated date give the wrong result in an SQL statement?” on http://www.cse.dmu.ac.uk/~mcspence/Access%20and%20VBA%20FAQ.htm 
Numeric values do not need to be enclosed by anything.
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