User Guide to Elizabeth Castro’s HTML for the World Wide Web
Martin Stacey

You need the FIFTH edition. The fourth edition is very different and will seriously mess you up, so if you own a copy throw it away; if you’ve borrowed one from the library take it back at once.

I like the Castro book, but it covers topics in an inconvenient order, so you need to know your way around it, hence this page of introductory explanation. Here I’m telling you which pages to pick out, but if you look at a chapter, skim all of it to see what it tells you how to do.
Where to start. Chapter 1 for understanding the concepts. Chapter 3 for how to write a web page. Go directly to pages 62 [head and body tags], 64-66 [title, headers and paragraphs] and 70 [line breaks] on how to start writing page content. Come back to pages 67-69 [classes of elements, divs and spans] when you want to know how to do formatting with stylesheets.

Writing legal XHTML pages. For XHTML you need to have a description of the type of document at the top of your page. The beginning of Chapter 3 (pages 60-61 [doctype declarations] and 63 [text encoding]) tells you how to do that. If you have an editor like JPadPro that will give you a template for an XHTML page, you can skip this stuff and treat it as meaningless magic at first, but you’ll need to know about it eventually. 
Links. The basic stuff you’ll want to use at once to write pages with links is at the beginning of Chapter 7 on pages 117-121.

Images, lists, tables and frames. Are covered in chapters of their own (6, 13, 14 and 15), which you should just read from the beginning. None of these are difficult or complicated, so you don’t need to wait until you’ve learnt anything about formatting. But we want to discourage you from using frames, and some DMU courses prohibit them in coursework.

Really basic formatting. There’s very little you won’t want to do with stylesheets, besides making the odd word bold or italic for emphasis. In Chapter 4, look at pages 74 [bold and italic] and 77-80 [preformatted text, quotations, superscripts and subscripts]. Now learn about stylesheets.
How to make a Stylesheet. You should do all formatting using Cascading Style Sheets, right from the beginning – it’s not exactly rocket science. 
The first thing you need to know about Cascading Style Sheets is how to make one. This is explained in Chapter 9, pages 147-155. When you’re learning it’s easiest to start by writing an internal stylesheet between <style> and </style> tags in your page – see page 151 – and then move its contents to an external file – see pages 148-149.

Styles. The concepts are explained in Chapter 1 on pages 41-46. You’re best off looking at the beginning of Chapter 8 (page 134), then going to Chapter 10, pages 157-174, and playing with adding styles to types of elements like p and h1, then going back to Chapter 8 to learn how to write more complicated style rules that just apply to the bits of your page that you want them to.  Look at pages 67-69 in Chapter 3 on using <span></span> elements to apply styles to chunks within paragraphs, and <div></div> elements when you want to treat bigger chunks than paragraphs as units – don’t treat divs as substitutes for paragraphs. More advanced stylesheet stuff is in Chapter 11, pages 175-196. 

The box model. The phrase “the box model” refers to how HTML uses padding, borders and margins around elements to put text and images in exactly the right place. See Chapter 11, pages 177 [how to think about positioning] and 186-191 [borders, padding, margins].
Colours and backgrounds.  Are covered in Chapter 11, pages 182-184. Remember that color is spelt the American way.
Positioning elements where you want them. Advanced methods for getting things to go where you want them are described in Chapter 11, pages 179-181 [absolute and relative positioning] and 192-196 [overlapping elements, floating text around images, vertical alignment]. A lot of people use tables for layout (see Chapter 14), which works well but is horrible for visually impaired users using browsers that read out the pages.

Page design. Castro talks about design on pages 48 and 176.

